Seat Belt Safety EGH Teaching Outline
Objective – To stress the importance to all firefighters of wearing seat belts every time they ride on fire apparatus.

Introduction – Find the most recent firefighter death report on the NIOSH website where a contributing cause of the death was a lack of seat belts.  You can also add any similar report that is close to your geographical region for a “closer to home” impact.

SLIDE 2 -  Amazingly, just over half of all firefighters polled wear their seat belts!  Can you imagine the increase in deaths and injuries if only half of us chose to wear our turnout gear?  How about the SCBA?  How about protective hoods?  What if some of us chose to ride on the tailboard?  Hopefully, these actions would not be tolerated.  Seat belt usage has some inherent problems in getting full compliance.

Firefighter death reports – 20 -25% of our line-of-duty deaths each year can be attributed to vehicle crashes.


We certainly don’t spend 20 – 25% of our duty time in our vehicles, so this is a very 
dangerous activity.

Lack of seat belts and speed are contributing causes in so many of our annual firefighter 
deaths that something has to be done
Is it possible that a door on a vehicle could open up during driving?  Of course it can, due to many causes, such as not being properly closed, jarring while hitting a bump, mechanical failure, etc.

Should that event kill us?  Of course not…the seat belt should be holding us into the seat.  But that very thing has happened on fire trucks and killed firefighters who fell out of the opened door.

 Amazingly, just over half of all firefighters polled wear their seat belts!  (Repeated for emphasis)

SLIDE 3 –   Review videos as an opener to this training session.

SLIDE 4 -  Ask your audience “Why do you think firefighters choose not to wear seat belts on fire apparatus?”

Listen to the responses.  Without responding to any of the comments, ask your audience which of those excuses they would accept if their children didn’t want to wear seat belts in the family vehicle.

SLIDE 5 -  View video on www.youtube.com  – discuss bulleted points with crew

SLIDE 6 -  Why MUST firefighters wear seat belts on fire apparatus?

· IT’S THE LAW!  Every state has seat belt laws.  Obviously, these laws exist for safety reasons.

· NFPA 1500!  This document has done many things to help keep firefighters safer and healthier.  This document tells us to wear our seat belts.  If we choose to neglect this document, firefighter health and safety can digress.  City and department managers will see that firefighters don’t use the advances available and see those purchases as frivolous spending.
· DANGEROUS ACTIVITY!  Driving emergency vehicles is much more dangerous than normal driving.  While emergency vehicles are larger and heavier, we respond quickly, often not regarding normal traffic patterns.
· PROVEN!  Countless lives have been saved due to the use of seat belts.  This fact is the reason that all states now have seat belt laws today.
· AVAILABLE!  Seat belts should be on every vehicle.  If not, they can be fixed, added or adjusted at little cost.

· SURVIVAL!  There is a long list of firefighters that are dead, and not wearing a seat belt was a contributing cause.

· FAMILY!  Do it for their sake, if not for your own.

SLIDE 7 – Introduce Hugh Lee Newell and discuss bullet points. 
SLIDE 8 – Play the video clip about the Hugh Lee Newell story.

SLIDE 9 -  The Brian Hunton incident.  Read slide information about the death of an unbelted firefighter in 2005 and the same type of incident in 2008 that had much better results.  What is the difference?

Do you think NASCAR drivers have the option of wearing seat belts?  Do you think UPS drivers have the option of wearing seat belts?  Why do some feel the fire service offers that option?

SLIDE 10 – Let’s not wait for a Hugh Lee Newell or Brian Hunton incident here.  Do something about it!
Manufacturers are addressing non-use of seat belts as a problem.  Any solution they come up with will take years before all trucks comply.

SLIDE 11 – Death of a Detroit firefighter, no seat belt.  Emphasize the fact that Joe had a wife and unborn child that he would never get to see.
SLIDE 12 -  Another Michigan incident involving a fire truck crash with no injuries – the difference is (again!) seat belts!

IF your fire department tolerates members who do not use seat belts, then change YOUR BEHAVIOR.  If you wear your seat belt every time, others will see and some will follow your lead.

SLIDE 13 - The Seat Belt Pledge – discuss slide notes as to what it is and why it got started.  Ask if your crew will sign it?  If not, ask why.
SLIDE 14 – Review the video about training on seat belts and full PPE with SCBA that was created by the Denver Fire Department (CO).  When done, practice it with your crew.

SLIDE 15 –  Review a few of the NIOSH LODD Reports provided on the CD-ROM under “Seatbelt Safety”
Instructor’s Note:  All of the pictures used in the accompanying slide show were found on the internet by doing a search of “images” and typing in “fire truck crash”.
