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PURPOSE:  To ensure the fastest possible response to a downed firefighter, the following procedure should be followed. 

1.  A RIT (Rapid Intervention Team) shall be established as soon as possible following all applicable guidelines including OSHA 29CFR 1910.134(g)(4), NFPA 1710, NFPA 1500 and department procedure etc. The department RIT will consist of a minimum of ONE Company preferably an engine company, as a four-person team is recommended.  This will be accomplished by dispatching an additional engine as soon as we are aware of a working fire event. (Recent studies have found that most firefighter injuries and deaths occur during the early stages of the fire attack) 

2. There should be at a minimum, the following equipment available for RIT use only. 

       A.  Spare SCBA bottles 

       B.  Minimum of one 1-3/4 inch hand line dedicated for RIT supplied by a 
different Engine than the initial fire attack team 

       C.   A set of irons (halligan bar and a pick or flat head axe) 

       D.   Portable radio(s) 

       E.   Bolt cutters 

       F.   Wire cutters/ Linesman Pliers 

       G.  Thermal Imaging Camera if available 

       H.  Hand lights 

       I.    Any other rescue equipment available and appropriate for RIT
       J.   Rope lines 

       K.   Attic Ladder 

       L.   Battery operated saws all 

 M.  Advanced Life Support Equipment and Transportation 

 N.  RIT Bag 

 O.  Dry erase board 

 3.  Alarm is sounded, or for any other reason deemed vital by the I/C. When a firefighter becomes lost or disoriented, or in need of RIT assistance for any reason, a MAYDAY should be announced as soon as possible. 

In an attempt to have some uniformity county/district wide the following should occur: 

 RAPID INTERVENTION TEAMS





  Page 2 of 3
    A. When a firefighter needs immediate assistance because he /she is lost, disoriented, entangled, low on air or otherwise in immediate danger, he/she should call a MAYDAY. The call should be made 3 times (MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY), followed by any pertinent information such as location, type or emergency, what company is involved, and how many personnel are involved. That agencies dispatch center should repeat the MAYDAY call. 

   B. PARs (Personnel Accountability Report) should be taken when changing from an offensive to defensive fire attack, any collapse of the structure partial or complete or if the *evacuation
*The evacuation signal is a one second on one second off blasting of the air horns until all members have been evacuated and accounted for. 

 C.  When a MAYDAY is broadcast the Incident Commander should immediately sound an additional alarm.  This will bring outside departments to the scene to assist with any RIT or fire control measures. (Because of the emotions involved in a firefighter down scenario, it is recommended that an outside agency be called to assist. This will give a different prospective to the incident and will provide a safer environment to work in).  The request for assistance should include the fact that it is for ‘’Firefighter Down”.  

 D. A ranking officer should be assigned RIT Officer Operation.  This position should not be handled by the Incident Commander. The I/C should maintain control of the scene to allow for a continuously smooth flow in the operation. Any and all information regarding the individual calling for assistance should be given to the RIT Officer. RIT Officer should maintain documentation of RIT members, time in, time out, locations searched, and all other pertinent info. 
E.  In the event the RIT is pressed into service, another RIT will be established. If the fire is in a large structure, more than one RIT may be established. Whenever more than one RIT is set up they should have a numerical designation assigned to them so the I/C and RIT Officer can differentiate which team is handling a given assignment. (Example RIT-1 RIT-2) 

F. If upper floors are being searched by RIT, additional ladders should be
      placed in position for immediate egress by the team and their locations          
should be known by the team. If ladders are raised after the team entered 
the structure, the team should be informed of their location.
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G. Two members of the RIT must closely monitor the radio traffic on scene. RIT members should survey the building to locate points of entry or egress in case they are utilized for rescue. RIT members should be completely bunked out with SCBA. They do not need to be on air until entry into the building. 

   H. When a RIT is activated, DO NOT abandon your firefighting position unless instructed to do so by the incident Commander. It is vital to keep the fire in check while the downed firefighter is being rescued. 

 EMOTIONS WILL BE RUNNING EXTREMELY HIGH AT THIS POINT BUT FREELANCING WILL ADD FURTHER CONFUSION TO THE SCENE AND, MAY IN FACT, MAKE CONDITIONS WORSE. 

4.  As a member of a RIT called in to assist a downed firefighter remember the following tips: 

    A. Try to get a sighting of the firefighter, look for arms legs equipment, reflective tape etc. 

    B. Try to establish their last known location before you enter, if possible 

    C. Listen for the PASS device but remember the sound may be affected by the surroundings 

     D. Listen for tapping noises 

     E. Listen for VIBRALERTS 

     F. Follow hose lines or rope line in to quickly reach firefighter 

     G. Look for flashlights beams   

     H. Open or unlock all doors 

     I.  Search immediate doorway first followed by exterior walls then interior open spaces; search in a grid pattern so the entire area gets searched 

RIT members must stay together as a team and…. 

REMEMBER, STAY LOW-- STAY CALM -- STAY ORIENTED--COMMUNICATE 
Ventilation is crucial.  Good visibility and reducing the temperatures greatly increases the speed at which the RIT can function, and time is of the essence when a firefighter is down. 

If you as a RIT decide that you will ventilate as you go or need additional ventilation, this information must be passed on to the I/C so the ventilation can be coordinated with the fire attack 

