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OPERATING PROCEDURES
SOP029

SEAT BELT USAGE 
issued 11/29/06
Remember to buckle up, seat belts save lives and the life you save may be your own.

“Have the Courage to be Safe”

Make every day a training day so that

“Everyone Goes Home”

PURPOSE:

To establish a standard to provide maximum protection for all Union Fire Division personnel while riding in or operating fire apparatus, staff, and Township vehicles.

It shall serve to assure that the Union Fire Division is in compliance with adopted standards, statutes, regulations, and laws.

SCOPE:
This operating procedure shall apply to any and all Fire Division personnel operating in any and all capacities of their duties in day to day activities and emergency operations.

To assure the safety of all personnel, seat belts shall be worn by all drivers and passengers in all vehicles owned, leased, or rented by the Fire Division and Township of Union. This also applies to the use of privately owned or other vehicles if used on duty within the scope of their Fire Division duties and responsibilities.

RESPONSIBILITY:
Responding to an emergency incident does not in any manner reduce the responsibility to operate vehicles safely. While prompt response to emergency incidents is an organizational priority, safety is always a higher priority. The responding units must arrive safely at the location where they are needed before they can deliver the required services. Unsafe operation of an emergency vehicle creates an unacceptable risk to Fire Division personnel, to the public, and to the individuals who are need of assistance.

It shall be the responsibility of the Tour Commander or Acting Tour Commander to assure that all units/personnel under their command are familiar with and adhere to this operating procedure.

Driver Responsibility – The driver of a Fire Division vehicle is responsible for the safe operation of the vehicle at all times, including compliance with all traffic laws as well as Union Fire Division policies, procedures, and SOP’s.
Officer Responsibility – The officer in charge of a Fire Division vehicle is responsible for supervising the driver and all other assigned personnel; this includes assuring that the driver complies with all traffic laws as well as Fire Division policies, procedures, and SOP’s.

Member Responsibility – All Fire Division personnel are required to comply with all safety policies and procedures while driving, operating, riding in, or performing any function that involves a Fire Division or Township vehicle.

Note: The Company Officer or front seat Firefighter shall assist the driver by operating the radios and conducting other activities such as the siren, horn, etc., the drivers’ shall focus their attention on the safe operation of the vehicle.

GENERAL:
According to the National Fire Protection Association, in 2003 there were an estimated 15,900 collisions involving fire department emergency vehicles while responding to or returning from incidents. These collisions resulted in 850 firefighter injuries.  In the past six years the second leading cause of firefighter deaths was vehicle collisions.
According to the United States Fire Administration, 20-25% of all firefighter fatalities since 1984 have been from this type of incident.

Improving seat belt usage is the single most effective strategy the Fire Service can embrace in reducing injury and death when a motor vehicle accident occurs.

STATUTES & STANDARDS:
Motor vehicle code N.J.S.A. 39:3-76.2f governs the usage of seat belts.

NFPA 1500 Standard for occupational Health and Safety Programs (a referenced standard in New Jersey) also addresses the need for seat belts.

· NFPA 1500 section 6.2.5: “drivers shall not move fire apparatus until all persons on the vehicle are seated and secured with seat belts.
· NFPA 1500 section 6.3.2: “seat belts shall not be released or loosened for any purpose while the vehicle is in motion.
PROCEDURE:
1. It is mandatory that all Union Fire Division personnel use the seat belt installed by the manufacturer properly and securely fastened when operating or riding in any vehicle so equipped while on duty.

2. No person shall modify, remove, deactivate, or otherwise tamper with the vehicle seat belts except the Fire Division mechanics.

3. Damaged, malfunctioning, or inoperable seat belts shall immediately be reported to the immediate supervisor and prompt action taken to repair or replace the identified equipment.

4. No person shall operate a Fire Division vehicle in which the seat belt in the drivers’ position is inoperable.

5. No person shall stand in the cab or don personnel protective equipment (PPE) while the apparatus/vehicle is in motion.

6. The driver/operator shall not move any apparatus/vehicle until all personnel are properly seat belted.

7. When responding to emergency incidents, all Fire Division personnel are required to have personal protective equipment (PPE) donned prior to entering/boarding the apparatus. This does not include self contained breathing apparatus (SCBA). The SCBA shall be donned upon arrival at the incident after the apparatus has come to a full stop.
8. STEPS:

· Don PPE (appropriate for response)

· Board apparatus

· Fasten seat belt

· Arrive at incident or destination

· Unfasten seat belt

· Don SCBA (as appropriate for response)

· Exit the apparatus

BENEFIT – In addition to reducing firefighter death and injury, this procedure allows time for a more thorough size up of life hazards, extent and location of the fire, and the development of strategies and tactics.
9. If an alarm is received while the apparatus is in service on the air in a non emergency role, all personnel shall don their PPE prior to responding to or upon arrival at the incident. At no time shall any personnel unbuckle or loosen their seat belt to don PPE while the vehicle is in motion. EXCEPTION - Apparatus drivers and drivers of staff sedan/SUV type vehicles shall wear the PPE/clothing that is appropriate for the response, their operation as a driver, and the safe function of their duties.
FIRE DIVISION AMBULANCES:
1. All drivers and front seat passengers shall use seat belts while the vehicle is in motion.
2. All patients on the stretcher shall be secured at all times while the vehicle is in motion.

3. All non EMS personnel (Family, UPD, etc.) in the patient compartment shall use seat belts while the vehicle is in motion.

4. Child restraint seats shall be used when appropriate while the vehicle is in motion.

5. All EMS personnel shall use seat belts while the vehicle is in motion. 

EXCEPTION: The exception to this shall be for any EMS personnel who are providing direct patient care shall be permitted to momentarily release their seat belt while the vehicle is in motion to provide this care if the care is essential to the patient. 
The amount of time that would be considered “momentarily” shall be based on the nature of the “essential care” needed by the patient. As an example, CPR would be a longer duration essential care than adjusting a nasal canula.
REPACKING LDH HOSE
When it is necessary personnel to be on the exterior of the apparatus for repacking of LDH hose and it is necessary for the apparatus to move to accomplish this task the following procedure shall be utilized.

1. A Safety Officer shall be assigned to monitor the operation.

2. The Safety Officer and apparatus driver/operator shall remain in constant visual and radio contact.

3. The apparatus driver/operator shall only move the apparatus when advised by the Safety Officer to do so. 

4. The apparatus driver/operator shall move the apparatus at the slowest speed possible to accomplish the task.

5. The Safety Officer shall notify all personnel working on and around the apparatus every time the apparatus is to be moved.

6. The area around the apparatus shall be illuminated as necessary to provide a safe and well lighted environment.
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